
  
    
      

 

 

 

One of the subjects I have been pondering for some time is discipleship. I believe one of the greatest 
challenges churches have today is discipleship. And because of that, there are several questions I have been thinking 
about in regards to being a disciple of Jesus Christ. Here are a few. “What does being a disciple mean?” “Who is a 
disciple of Jesus Christ?”  “What are some characteristics of a disciple, particularly of Jesus Christ?” There are more 
questions, but I’ll stop there for now.  Since the Bible is our rule and standard for faith and living, as you might expect, 
my information and conclusions below have come from scripture. 
  The Greek term for disciple in the New Testament is mathetes, which is often translated student or learner in the 
Koine Greek, or the common language of which the New Testament is written. But in actuality, a disciple as it is to be 
understood in the Bible, is a follower, or better yet, someone who adheres completely to the teachings of another, 
making that person and his teachings, his rule of life and conduct. John 9:28 tells us that the Pharisees prided 
themselves in being disciples of Moses. We know that Jesus’ followers were called disciples. Their discipleship began 
with Jesus’ call to follow Him. It was more than an invitation for the chosen disciple. In Matthew 9:9 Jesus’ call to 
Matthew, the tax collector, reminds us that Jesus commands his disciples to follow Him. He commands Matthew to 
“Follow Me!” 
  The first thing we learn from scripture about discipleship is that the command to follow Jesus as a disciple demands 
total commitment. Jesus was quite explicit about the cost of following Him. Discipleship requires a life of total 
commitment. Luke 14:33 says, “Any of you who does not give up everything, he cannot be my disciple.” It is clear that 
not only is commitment required, but Jesus expects sacrifice. Jesus calls it “cross bearing.” In Luke 14:27 and in 
Matthew 16:24 Jesus tells His disciples that they must carry their own cross. Matthew 16:24 says, “Jesus said to his 
disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.’” 
  In ancient times when a person was to be crucified they carried their own cross to their crucifixion for at least two 
reasons. You alone were to carry your cross to remind you of the burden of your guilt. And, you carried your cross 
because there was no turning back. The decision had been made for your execution because of your guilt and there 
was no turning back. The analogy holds true for following Jesus as a disciple. You are following Jesus, the commitment 
has been made, and there is no turning back. 
  But many of his followers were not able to make the commitment and sacrifice that following Him requires. There 
were many who left Him after a while. John 6:66 tells us, “From this time many of his disciples turned back and no 
longer followed Him.” 
  I must interject here that this is a sad commentary for even today. I am reminded of what Jesus taught his disciples in 
Matthew 7. There are many who give “lip service” to being a disciple. They bear fruit, but it is fruit that is not worthy 
of the Kingdom of God. They know the language of discipleship, preach and teach using all the right words, do all 
sorts of “things” in Jesus’ name, but in the end Matthew 7:22-23 is clear. “Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord did we not prophecy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles 
and works of power?’ And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice 
lawlessness.’”  
  We assume that the term Christian and disciple are synonymous when it comes to being a follower of Jesus Christ. I 
believe that Jesus wants it to be that way. But, I am afraid it is not. Much evil has been said and done by those who 
have called themselves Christian and have practiced the man-made traditions of Christianity throughout history. The 
term Christian was never used by Jesus. The first time the word Christian is found in the Bible is in Acts 11:26 which 
says, “The disciples were first called Christians in Antioch.” Most Bible scholars believe it was not followers of Jesus 
Christ who first called themselves Christians but others who were referring to His followers. Jesus called His followers 
disciples. The Gospel writers called them disciples. Paul and the early church called themselves disciples, or saints, or 
brothers, or believers.    
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 The name Christian means “one who belongs to Christ” or as you have heard me say, “little Christ.” It was most likely 
meant as a derogatory term. Only two other times does the word appear in the New Testament. When Paul was on 
trial and appearing before King Agrippa, Acts 26:28 says, “And Agrippa replied to Paul, ‘In short time you will persuade 
me to become a Christian.’” The last place it appears is in 1Peter 4:1: “However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be 
ashamed, but praise God that you bear that name.” 
  The New Testament is clear as to who a Christian is. For example, John 1:12 tells us that a Christian is someone who 
has placed his or her faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. John 3:3 tells us that a Christian has been “born again (anew)” by 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 2 Corinthians 3:18 says a Christian “belongs to Christ” and is daily being transformed 
into Christ’s likeness.  
  A true Christian (and not one in name only) will also be a disciple of Christ. Disciples of Jesus Christ will have counted 
the cost of following the Lord and will have totally committed their life to Jesus. They accept the call to sacrifice and 
follow wherever the Lord leads. Disciples completely follow and obey the teachings of Jesus. They make Christ their 
number-one priority and live as such. And because they FOLLOW and OBEY the teachings of Jesus Christ, they are 
actively involved in making other disciples. Matthew 28:19-20 is more than just words written in a book for disciples 
of Jesus Christ. They are to be lived by His disciples. 
  A true Christian is a believer in Christ who has placed ALL their trust in following Him. And, they have discovered 
that they can have a new life through the indwelling (permanent spiritual presence and power of God in Christ Jesus) 
of the Holy Spirit. Because the disciple believes and trusts in Christ, a Christian will also be an obedient disciple. Paul 
describes the reality of taking up one’s cross and following the Lord when he writes in Galatians 2:20, “I have been 
crucified with Christ and I no longer live, but Christ lives in me. The life I live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of 
God, who loved me and gave himself for me.” 
  In 2020 we are going to develop 20/20 Vision and learn how to live as disciples of Jesus Christ. We are going to 
learn what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ. And, we are going to live as disciples of Jesus Christ.  
  This 20/20 Vision is what God is calling Sandusky Baptist Church to be engaged in starting in 2020 and beyond. I 
hope you will join us as we embark on bringing the Kingdom of God to our Sandusky community and the world one 
disciple at a time. 

- Ed -  
                

    

 

  

 



  
    
      

 

 

 

 

 



  
    
      

 
 
 

 

    JANUARY 
1 Massie Viar 

8 Christopher 

Gallaher 

10 Hazel McGuire 

11 Michael Sligh 

14 Ralph Jackson 

15 Betty Hanks 

25 Marion Viar 

31 Joyce Lakes   

   FEBRUARY  

 

10 Gloria Grubbs 

12 Kathleen Rivera 

13 Pam Grubbs 

 John Noble 

 Kimberly Noble 

 Jason Wilson 

14 Don Meade 

 Sarah Stephen 

15 E.B. Daniel 

18 Alyssa Cole 

19 Kassidy Jordan 

 Mike Smoot 

22 Lucille Pendleton 

23 DJ Marsh 

26 Rhonda Smith 

29 Chris Noble 
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